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Foreward 

It gives me great honor to present Toronto Panchang for the first time prepared by Pundit Mahesh Shastri Ji.  We have seen to many misconceptions surrounding 

Hindu Religious dates that confuses the young and elderly.  We have thoroughly gone through and Maha Rudra Dev mandir is pleased to be in this alliance. 

Maha Rudra Dev Mandir (MRDM) was created to provide a place of worship for our Hindu community.  This was a dream of many Hindus in the Toronto area, 

especially the youth community.   Our religious practices were slowing dying because the youth community found it very difficult to read and interpret our religious 

books that were written in Sanskrit.  There were not many Hindu priests who could expound the teachings of our religion in a manner in which the youth community 

could understand.  The members of Maha Rudra Dev Mandir saw the need to reach out to our youth community and provide support so as to help them to 

understand and accept the teachings of our great religion.   We approached a young and very enterprising Hindu priest, Pundit Ravi Sharma, to assist us in this 

mission.  Pundit Sharma graciously agreed to volunteer his service and help us in this mission his our Spritual leader.   Since our opening on August 15, 2014, the 

Mandir has been filled to capacity.  The congregation is made up of 70% youths and 30% adults and elders.   We commenced religious observances on August 15, 

2014 with the installation of our Hindu deities.   

Objectives. 

To advance the spiritual teachings of Hinduism by preaching and providing religious instructions/classes to children, youths, adults and seniors to promote the 

spiritual welfare of the community by offering free yoga and meditation classes to youths and adults to work together to provide ways by which the community’s 
spiritual, social and cultural needs can be met to encourage youth participation in all our religious observances and cultural events Networking and forming 

alliances with other charitable organizations and community partners in the advancement of community service as community partners 

Some of our major events are Maha Shivratri, Holi, Hanuman Jayanti, Nav Raatri, Ram Navmi, Krishna Janam Ashthami and Diwali   These events, through youth 

participation will be celebrated with Grand Splendor! 

Bhagavan’s Blessings 
Maha Rudra Dev mandir – Pundit Ravi Sharma 
850 Tapscott Rd Unit # 34 Scarborough ON M1X 1N4 
maharudradevmandir@gmail.com 
647-231-4552 



अहं सुवे पितरमस्य मूर्धन मम योपनरप्स्वन्तः समुद्रे |  

ततो पव पतष्ठे भुवनानु पवश्वोतामूं दयांवर्ष्धणोि सप्र्शापम || 
                                                                                                                Devi/Vaak/Ambhrani Suktam – Rigveda 10.125 

 

Translation: I am the source of the universe(I’m the mother, creator and the source),  the all pervading infinite brahman that fills all quarters, animating all living creatures.   

 

Dedicated to 

Mother, Creator, Source 
Adyashakti Jagad Janani 
Infinite Consciousness 

Radiant 
Liberator – Mokshdayini



Foreward 
Time is infinite and immeasurable and relative. For example, the concept of time doesn’t 
exist in outer space. On earth we have various systems to measure time from time to time 
in the past. Even current Gregorian calendar have been changed in the past. It doesn’t 
match with earth’s speed and hence we have to add a leap year at some intervals, even 
after that it really doesn’t match with earth’s speed around the Sun. The same system 
when you validate from the distant star as a reference is 20 minutes longer than tropical 
year because of precession.  
 

As per old Indian Astronomical treatises the time measurement was not done in hours 
and minutes but in terms of Ghatika (Nadi) and Pal (Vinadi). Where the length of the day 
was still 24 hours hence 60 Ghatis would map to 24 hours a day. The reference point 
when day (Ahoratram) starts was from the Sunrise to another Sunrise.  Whereas per 
current Gregorian calendar the day starts at 0:0 hours. In the ancient Rome timekeeping 
midnight was half between the sunset and next the Sunrise. Time keeping machines have 
also changed from Sundials, Hourglass to the clock. 
 

Now a day some people celebrate birthdays, anniversaries as per Gregorian calendar but 
before people used to celebrate birthdate as per Indian Date (Tithi). Hindu Festivals are 
always celebrated as per Hindu calendar (aka Panchangams). The rules for celebrating 
festivals are unique to each festivals. Unlike Gregorian calendar, Hindu Panchangams 
depends on various factors like a) Distance between the Sun and the moon (Each 12 
degree distance is called Tithi, the sun is calculated by calculating position of the earth 
around sun and adding 180 degrees), Local sunrise, sunset, moonrise, moonset and 
sometimes positions of moon around the earth in specific divisions called Nakshatra (The 
Moon’s orbit around the Earth is divided into 27 equal parts making each part 800  minutes 
or 13 degrees and 20 minutes). These information is calculated by Panchangams and 
information appear inside every local Panchangams in every language. 
 

Now-a-days English has become the primary medium of communication is modern India. 
Unfortunately, many of our Indian literature is still in language that they are written. This 
is true even for the Indian Almanac, the Panchangams which we use in everyday life. 
There are not many Panchangams that are printed in English. There are some available 
online, that too which are incomplete in many aspects, even if they give information they 
don’t have a siddhanti backing up their data or they don’t have every information. Apart 
from that, most over the counter printed Panchangams are available in vernacular 
languages which have terms explained in local languages. Moreover the new generation 
are not well versed in the local languages, some of them are but not all.  
 
 
 

Due to the lack of properly printed Panchangams in English, we as well as our younger 
generation have started to forget the wealth and importance of panchangam. We need to 
train our younger generation to learn about your rich heritage. Apart from using the 
panchangam for determining the auspicious time to start an event, it gives them an 
understanding of astronomy, how the planets move, retrogression of planets, the concept 
of the Lagna – Ascendant (The rising sign on the eastern horizon on the ecliptic), apparent 
movement of the Sun reaches its highest or lowest excursion relative to the celestial 
equator on the celestial sphere (Uttarayana and Dakshinayana -- Solstice), the 
combustion of planets (Astha), and how the seasons change because of the earth’s tilt 
(Solstice and Equinox).  
 

Panchangam helps the younger generation to appreciate the deep knowledge and 
science that is embedded in our ancient culture and heritage and how our daily life was 
totally based on astronomy, which the younger generation is not aware of. This 
panchangam publication in English is not about the language preference, but an effort to 
make the panchangam more understandable and hence more reachable to our younger 
generation and general public.  
 

Everyone wants to live happy life. Happiness is a relative state of mind as a result of 
various baselines established by us in our mind. This is where selection of auspicious 
time (Muhurtha) comes into picture. Younger generations is also not aware about proper 
selection of auspicious time. This publication will help to understand the importance of 
auspicious time (Muhurtha), to know when to observe which festival and understand the 
scientific aspect of Hindu panchangam.  
 

I am indebted to all of my gurus. First my grandfather Pundit Maganlal Devshankar 
Shastri, then Pundit Tulajashankar Dhirajram Shastri, Pundit Amritlal Trikamji Acharya, 
Pundit Chhelshankar, Pundit Narmadashankar Shukla have merged into infinite – The 
great consciousness. Rigveda says ‘ekam satya vipra bahudha vadanti’.The truth is one 
and it fills all quarters – above, below, left, right and around – The great consciousness 
that animates our biological bodies.  Although they have merged with infinite, they are still 
with me as my biological body is animated by the same great consciousness and guiding 
me from time to time. My uncle Pundit Narayandas Revashankar Upadhyay continues to 
guide me even today. There are many gurus I met on my way I’m indebted to all of them. 
I am indebted to my parents their blessings helped me learn complex panchanga 
siddhanta even today. 
 

Pundit Mahesh Shastri 
Seattle, WA USA 

   









http://www.mypanchang.com/astrology
http://www.mypanchang.com/


http://www.mypanchang.com/astrology/vedic.php


Table for Chandra Balam 
 Mesha Vrishabha Mithuna Karka Simha Kanya Tula Vrischika Dhanush Makara Kumbha Mina 

Mesha 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Vrishabha 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
Mithuna 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Karka 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Simha 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Kanya 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Tula 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Vrischika 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 
Dhanush 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 
Makara 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 
Kumbha 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 

Mina 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 
 

Calculating Chandra Balam using above table 
Count from the Birth rashi (The date and time, and place where you are born, at that time the rashi of your moon – Chandra is called birth rashi and nakshatra of Chandra is called Janma Nakshatra. To find 
out your rashi and nakshatra visit mypanchang.com/astrology and then click on the Vedic kundli, fillout your details and click submit) to the current’s time Chandra (mentioned in this panchanga), look them into 
this table and get the number. When the numbers are 1,3,6,7,10 and 11 then its good otherwise its bad. In Shukla paksha 2, 5, and 9th positions are good and in the Krishna Paksha 4,8, and 12 positions are 
good. When Chandra bala is bad the parihar is Chandra graha pooja, mantra japa, and donation of rise. Shukla paksha give importance to Chandra balam and in the Krishna Paksha give importance to Tara 
balam. 
 

Guru Balam 
For Vivaha (Marriage) and Upanayana (Janeu) muhurtha, Guru balam is given importance. In marriages Kanya’s guru balam needs to be seen. Count from her Janma rashi (Rashi of the birth moon) to the 
date and time when the ceremony is to be done that time’s rashi of the guru.  If the count is 2,6,7,9 or 11 then it is auspicious. If the count is 1,3,6, or 10 then Guru puja, shanti, guru mantra japa needs to be 
done before marriage. If the count is 4,8, and 12 then its bad. One needs to peform 3 times puja, shanti or mantra japa for such positions.  

 
Sri Gokulnathji Vachanamrita or Muhurtha Table for Travel 
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1st  Prahara 2nd  Prahara 3rd Prahara 4th Prahara East South West  North 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Financial Gain Happiness Sorrow Happiness Happiness Agony Fear Material Gain 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 Big Trouble Agony Happiness Happiness -- Loss Poverty Worries 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 Financial Gain Happiness Happiness Loss Agony Unhappiness Wishes Fullfilled Financial Gain 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 Mental Agony Welfare Agony Destruction Gain Happiness Auspiciousness Happiness 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 Trouble Agony Luck Happiness Gain Financial Gain Financial Gain Happiness 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 Trouble Agony Fear Financial Gain Fear Gain Death Gain 

7 8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 Delays Gain Happiness Happiness Gain Trouble Gain Happiness 

8 9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 -- -- -- -- Troubles Happiness Agony Happiness 

9 10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Financial Gain Luck Friends Gain Friends Gain Happiness Gain Fullfillment Trouble 

10 11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Gain Desired Result Death Wellness Agony Trouble Material Gain Financial Gain 

11 12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Death Financial Gain Wellnesss Death Death Gain Gain -- 

12 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Death Happiness Happiness Happiness -- Happiness Death Trouble 

 
Notes: Numbers under each months are tithis. 1 indicates Prathama and 12 indicates dvadashi. For Trayodashi (13), Chaturdashi (14) and Purnima (15) please use 3, 4th and 5th respectively. 
Travels are not advised on Amavasya (30) hence not mentioned here. Next Columns are Prahara. Each day and nights are divided into 4 equal parts. The Day is treated as from one sunrise to 
sunset. Hence for Day travel Subtract Sunset from Sunrise time, giving you dinamana. Divide this dinamana by 4 giving you duration of each Prahara. Calculate this prahara from Sunrise by 
adding the duration of prahara we just calculated. For night time, calculate ratrimana by subtracting sunset from the next day sunrise and then divide by 4 giving duration of each prahara during 
the night time. Add this to sunset and go on calculating prahara for night. Then comes direction in which you are travelling.  



http://www.mypanchang.com/panchang


EXPLANATION

Biggest misconception is “Indian Hindu festivals observance date in the Indian calendar / 
panchang is applicable for all location in world”. We use our favorite Panchangam from India 
to find an observance date for an Indian festival. In reality observance dates from Indian 
Panchangam is valid only in India and is not transferrable to other locations. If the earth is flat we 
can use Indian calendar everywhere in the world. Due to the time zones/differences there is 
another misconception that as USA/Canada and Europe is behind in time then Festival will come 
a day later in USA/Canada and Europe. This is incorrect. If Seattle/Vancouver/California is 13 
hours 30 minutes behind Indian Standard Time and say an event is happening in India at 8 AM 
then will it be the previous day in USA/Canada. You’ll subtract 13 hours 30 minutes from 8 AM. 
Which gives 6 hours 30 PM the previous day in USA/Canada Pacific Time Zone.  
 

Tithis, Nakshatras, Yoga and Karana are such events, as they end at the same instance all 
over the world. After calculating tithi and nakshatra endtimes per local timezone, the rules used 
to determine festivals. The local factors like like Sunrise, Sunset, Moonrise, and Moonset are used 
along with Tithi to determine festivals. Hence, sometimes festivals may appear on the same day 
as India or a day before in the countries west of India. The countries east of India the festival may 
appear on the same date as India or a day later. 
 

Hindu day changes at the sunrise (not midnight), a Hindu day (Vaar) is from one sunrise to 
another.  The Hindu date or tithi doesn't change at the midnight, and it is not always fixed 24 hours 

long it can be anything between 19 to 26 hours. 
Each 12 degrees distance between the Sun and 

the Moon is Tithi. It can change anytime during 
the day. If a tithi ends today at 11:02 PM it 
doesn't mean that next tithi will end 
tomorrow at the same time. It can end at 6 

PM, 6:09 PM or 8:27 PM. Panchangam 
contains two types of calculations: Local 

coordinates like longitude and latitude: 
Sunrise, Sunset, Moonrise, Moonset depends on 

this set. The Geocentric astronomical positions 
for the Sun and the Moon. The tithi, nakshatra, yoga and karana are based on this set of 
calculations. This astronomical phenomenon happens instantly at the same moment on the earth 
everywhere, and hence thithis, nakshatra will begin and end at the same time / instance all over 
the world and we must convert them to our standard time. Indian panchang makers convert this 
ending times to Indian time. Likewise, we need to covert it to our time zone for America/Canada or 
other country for that matter.  
 

For example: October 17th 2008 the Ashwayuja (Ashwin) Krishna Paksha / Poornimant Kartik 
Krishna paksha tithi Tritiya ends at 4:39:21 PM Indian Standard Time, and chturthi starts. That 
means at 4:39 PM there is tritiya still prevailing in India. Now on October 17th 2008 in Seattle, WA 
at the 4:39 PM we won't have tritiya at that time. We already have chaturthi started because 
Planets keep on moving. 13 hours have passed and the position of sun and moon have changed. 
So what time Tritiya will end in Seattle? The time difference is 13 hours 30 minutes (with one our 

day light saving time it gives the difference of 12 hours 30 minutes from IST). So, let's subtract 12 
hours 30 minutes from the 4:39:21 PM. That gives us 04:09:21 AM on October 17th. So on October 
17th after that time we'll have chaturthi tithi and before we have tritiya. The same way if tithi ends 
at 8:39 AM on Sept 12 in India it will end at 08:09 PM on Sept 11th in Seattle. The same way 
Western Australia is 8 hours ahead of GMT and hence the chaturthi will end there at 12:09 PM on 
Sept 12th. The arth keeps moving. It doesn't wait for tithi or festivals to arrive in your timezone. 
The sun doesn't rise instantly at the same time all over the world Hence we need to convert the 
panchanga times to local standard time. After knowing tithi ending times, it's a time to decide 
festival dates for each region. 
 
How festivals are determined? The sankathara chaturthi the chaturthi tithi must be prevailing 
during the moonrise time. Sankathara Chaturthi/Karwa Chauth is celebrated when Chaturthi 
prevails during moon rise time Moonrise in New Delhi on a given date is at 7:36 PM and in West 
Bengal, Kolkatta is at 7:25 PM. Now tritiya ends at 07:32 PM IST. So Kolkatta will celebrate karwa 
chauth/sankathara chaturthi on the next day where as people in New Delhi will celebrate on the 
same day. 

 

Timings in this calendar are end timings of the Tithi and Nakshatra. Times are AM/PM, when 
it ends past midnight, before next day sunrise “Next Day” and the end time mentioned. If it ends 
past next day Sunrise then only “Next Day” is mentioned. 
 

Uttarayana/Dakshinayana: The season occur based on earth’s position around the Sun. This is 
due to Earth’s tilt of 23.45 degrees. The Earth orbits 
around Sun with this tilt. When the tilt is facing the 
Sun, we get summer and when the tilt is away from 
the Sun we get winter. This tilt it creates a 
phenomenon like the Sun travels north and south of 
the equator. The Uttarayana (Winter Solstice) is the 
Sun appearing to move north. The Dakshinayana 
(Summer Solstice) is the Sun appearing to move 
towards South.  This causes seasons, equinoxes 
and solstices. There is a common misconception that 

Makara Samkranti is the Uttarayana. This is because at one point in time Sayana and Nirayana 
Zodiac were same. Every year equinoxes slides by 50 seconds due to precision of equinoxes, 
giving birth to Ayanamsha and causing Makara Samkranti to slide further. If you think Makara 
Samkranti is uttarayana then as it is sliding it will come in June after 9000 years.  All Drigganitha 
Panchanga makers like mypanchang, Rastriya Panchang, Janmabhumi Panchang, will use the 
position of the tropical Sun to determine Uttarayana and Dakshinayana. Hence January 14th isn’t 
Uttarayana.  Actual Uttarayana occurs on December 21st/22nd of every year.  The same for Rutu. 
Rutus are always observed based on Tropical position of Sun. 
 

About myPanchang.com: myPanchang.com is the leading panchang maker providing the most 
accurate panchagam for over more than 394 cities all over the world based on highly accurate 
driga ganitha. Most temples in the world rely on myPanchang.com for accurate Panchang data 
and festival observance times.  For more details please visit http://www.mypanchang.com.

 

 




































































